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DTOT HOMED Halllero XypHaJsia OCBSIIEeH KyJIbType Y UCTOPUM TOPCKUX €EBPEEB,
OITHOJ U3 €BPEVCKUX «CYyOITHUUECKUX», «ITHOTMHTBUCTUUECKUX», «ITHUUECKIX»
«3MOT», UJIM KaK UX ellle TOJIbKO He Ha3bIBAIOT B Pa3HbIX PYCCKOSI3bIYHBIX paboTax
10 MyJauKe, Pyl BHYTPU €BPECKOro Hapoaa, i HApO4 OB BHYTPU €BPeiCKOi
UMBUIM3ALNU. B OT/IMUMe OT APYTUX MOXOXKMUX eBPeicKMX Co001IecTB — Gyxap-
CKMX TPY3UMHCKUX, KPDBIMUAKOB, KApauMOB, JIaXJIyXOB, UPOHU U TIP. — UMEHHO
rOpCcKye eBpey B HauboIbIlelt CTelleHM MOTYT IIPETEHIOBATh Ha CTATYC OJHOTO
13 HapoJIoB MMeHHO Poccuiickoit dpemepanyu, Xots eie B CoBerckoM Corose, na
U cejfyac, CyIIeCTBEHHAs YaCTh MX JKWIa U KUBET B A3epbOaiimKaHe, COCTaBJISIO-
1eM BMecTe ¢ JlareCTaHOM 4YacCTh TOV TEPPUTOPUN, HA KOTOPOI Ha MPOTSKEHUM
IOJITOJi CTOPMM TIPOUCXOAIIO GOpMIPOBaHME 3TO CBOEOGPA3HOI €BpeiicKoit
KaBKa3CKOM HapOgHOCTH. [0 KOHIIAa COBETCKOTO Mepuoaa «auacrnopa» ropCKmux
eBpeeB BKJI0Uaja pa3Be TOMbKO OTAe/bHbIe paiioHbl CeBepHOro KaBkasa u ciy-
YaifHbIX JIIOfEl, pa30pocaHHbIX M0 pa3HbIM yacTsM Coro3a. CeromHs 3ta amuac-
Iopa BKJIIOYaeT B ceds Takue CTpaHbl Kak Vi3panib, CIIIA, Tepmanuio, ABCTpHIO,
Kanagy, ABCTpasnio, Te MPOsKMBAET YiKe TOpasio 60bIlle TOPCKUX €BPEEB, UeM
Ha UX UCTOPUYECKON STHUUECKON TEPPUTOPUNA.

Ho BHYyTpU Poccun nsmeHeHus Ha IMPOTsSDKeHUM rocaeqHnux 30 jieT He MeHee
IpamMaTuuHbl. bosbiiiast yacTh TOPCKUX eBpeeB B Poccuy sKMBYT yxke He B Jlare-
crane uiau B Kabapge 1 YeuHe, a B MockBe 1 B IIaTuropcke. Jlo6aBuM K 3TOMY,
YTO rOpCKyMe eBpey BMeCTe ¢ KppIMUaKaMy M KapayMaMy [MePEXXWIN B COBETCKUIA
TepUOZ, TSDKEJIEMILYIO0 TPaBMy Aenynansannuu. Peub ngeT o 1ejieHarnpaBIeHHON
MMOJIUTUKE aHTUCEMUTCKOI BJIACTU, CTPEMSIIEeNCcs K MpeBpallieHNuIo UX B «Ta-
TOB» — HEKYIO ITPOAEKIapMPOBAHHYIO0 MU(PMUECKYIO KBAa3MOOIIHOCTD, TO/DKEH -
CTBOBABIIIYI0 pa30pPBaTh BEKOBYIO CBSI3b TOPCKMX €BPEEB C €BPEVICKMM HApPOIOM.

CeromHs TOpCKMeE eBpey MepexXMBalOT CaMblii IpaMaTUYeCKUil U caMbliil He-
OIpeeJIeHHbIN 3Tall CBOeJ i MHOTOBEKOBOJ MCTOPUY, KOTIAa camMo OyayIee co-
XpaHeHMe UX KaK OTAeJbHOI 3THMYECKON M I3bIKOBOJ OOLIHOCTM MHOTUMM
CTaBUTCS MO, cOMHeHMe. Ho, Kak Mbl 3HaeM, 4YeJlI0BeK, KOTOPbIi BHE3aITHO OKa-
3QJICS B LIEHTPE yparaHa, He CTPEMUTCSI HeMeIJIEHHO Y3HaTb, OTKy/a 3TOT yparaH
IIpUIIIEJT U K YeMY OH IpuBeaeT. Ero MbIC/Ib, CKOpee, HallpaB/ieHa Ha TO, UTOOBI
IPOCTO CITIACTMCh ¥ HAa HOCTAIbI'MUECKOe BOCIIOMUHAHME O TOM, UTO ObIIO B 60-
Jiee CIIOKOVIHOe, YCTh M Hejlerkoe Bpems. [la, 1eiiCTBUTeNbHO, 3a nocaegume 30
JIeT KOJIMYeCTBO MUCCIeL0BaHMIT TOPCKOro eBpelicTBa HAMHOIO IIPEeBBICUIIO Te
HEeCKOJIbKO CJTy4YaiiHbIX paboT, KOTOPbIE YIAaBaIOCh y6IMKOBATh 3a IIPeIbIAyILI/e
70 yteT coBeTCKOrO Iepuonaa. Ho mpakTuuecku Bce 3TV HOBbIe MyOIMKAIIUM 00-
paleHbl B IPOIILJIOe — 3TO WIM PEKOHCTPYKIMS TPAAUIIMOHHOIA, ellle He 3aTpo-
HYTOV MOJepHM3auuei TpagUuLMOHHON KyJAbTYPbl, MJIM KPUTUKA IMOJIUTUKU
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«TaTU3aLUN», WU OIbITKA aHaIM3a «TPASULMOHHON MOLEPHU3ALUN», CBOE-
06pa3HOro «ABOEMBICJIMSI» COBETCKOTO Iepuopa. IIpodeccroHanbHbIe MCCTEN0-
BaHMsI TOPCKO-eBPENICKOro 0011eCcTBa MO-IpeXkHeMY IIeHTPMPOBaHbI Ha JlarectaH
WUJIX CeBepHbIN A3epbaiiikaH, [Ie OCTaeTCs KUTh He 6osiee 5% Bcex TOPCKUX
eBpeeB. UTO MPOMCXOONUT He TOIBKO B «IaJbHEM 3apy0eskbe», HO maske B [TsaTu-
ropcke, wim, Tem 6osiee, B MOCKBe, T/ie JXMBET GOIBIIMHCTBO aBTOPOB CTATEI
HOMepa XXypHaa, OCTaeTCs IUIIb ragaThb.

MaTepuasibl HaCTOSIILErO BBITYCKA XKypHasia (JIEAYIOT B 1IeJIOM 3TOM Tpaau-
LM, 00XOIAT Hambosiee OCTphIe IMPOo6/IeMbl COBPEMEHHOCTH, HO, TEM He MeHee,
He TOJIbKO He JIMILIEeHbl MHTepeca, HO ¥ BHOCAT HEMAaI0 HOBOTO B TIOHMMaHue
po6JieM, KOTOPbIE y3Ke HeOTHOKPATHO 06Cyskaamich paHee. [Ipymepom 3TorO,
HaTmpuMep, IBJIIeTCs BeCbMa MHMOpMAaIMOHHAs M SMOIIMOHATbHAS CTAThs U3-
BectHOTO (hwtosiora E. HazapoBoit, mocBsieHHas mpobieMe nmepemMeHOBaHMUS
sI3bIKA TOPCKMX €BPeeB U3 «TATCKOTO», U «€BPeCKO-TaTCKOTO» B «IXKYXypU»
10 IpUMepy TaKUX SI3bIKOB KaK MU, I)KyAe3MO, ITyaauT U Ap., YTO B IIePEBO-
Jle Ha PYCCKMI1 03HaUaeT MPOCTO «eBpeiiCcKuii». ITO ImeperMeHOBaHMe I10 CyTHU
CTUXUITHO MPOUCXOAUT 6y1arofaps YyCUIUSIM rOpCKO-eBPeicKoii J1aciopsl B
Mockse u B M3panie, HO B JlarectaHe COXpaHSIIOTCS cTaTby KoHCcTUTYLIUM pe-
CITyOJIMKY, B KOTOPOJ MMEHHO «TaThl» GUTYPUPYIOT KaK KOpeHHOI Hapoy,. He-
MaJIO HOBBIX ¥ OPUTMHAJBHBIX MaTePUAIOB IPUBEAEHO B HAIIIEM BBIITYCKE I10
3THMUYECKOI UCTOpUH, anurpaduKe, MoneBbIM 3STHOrpadmMuecKuM MaTepuaiam,
AHTPOIIOHMMMKE. Bce 3TO JaeT OCHOBaHME OKMIATh, YTO TOPCKO-E€BPENCKUI
HOMED HaIllero XKypHasa 6yIeT C MHTepeCcOM BCTPEUEH KaK IMPOKOI eBpeiiCcKOoit
1 BoOOIIIe MpodecCMOHATbHOM ayIuTOpyeii, TaK M caMOil TOPCKO-eBPEIICKOI
006IIeCTBEHHOCTHIO.

DTOT HOMeED KYpHaJIa MbI IIOCBSIIIAeM CBET/ION maMsiTu mpodeccopa Mop-
Iexas Anplrynepa, UccaenoBaTensi UCTOPUU TOPCKUX eBPeeB.

Muxaun Ynernos

Mpodeccop, kKaHAMAAT UCTOPUYECKMUX HAYK

NHCTUTYT «Akagemus um. Maimonuaa» npu Poccuiickom
[ocynapctBeHHOM YHuBepcuTeTe uM. A.H.KocbirnHa
Kadenpa dvnonormm n AIMHrBOKYNLTYPOSIOrUM
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This special issue of the Judaic-Slavic Journal is devoted to the culture and his-
tory of the Mountain Jews, one of the ethnolinguistic groups (edot) within the
Jewish people. Unlike other similar ethnic Jewish communities, such as Bukharan
and Georgian Jews, Krymchaks, Karaites, Lakhlukhs, Ironi and others, Mountain
Jews can claim the status of one of the indigenous peoples of the Russian Fed-
eration, even though a significant group of them were living in Azerbaijan during
and after the Soviet period. Historically, the formation of this unique Caucasian
ethnic group took place partly on the territory of today’s Azerbaijan and Dages-
tan, which is part of the Russian Federation. During the Soviet period, the dias-
pora of Mountain Jews included only small groups in certain areas of the north-
ern Caucasus and individuals spread across different parts of the Soviet Union.
Today this diaspora includes Israel, the United States, Germany, Austria, Cana-
da and Australia; the population of Mountain Jews in diaspora is much bigger
than that remaining in their historical ethnic territory.

No less dramatic are the changes that have taken place during the past thir-
ty years inside Russia. Today, a great majority of Mountain Jews no longer reside
in Dagestan, Kabarda, or Chechnya, but rather in Moscow and Pyatigorsk. One
has to add that during the Soviet period the Mountain Jews, along with the Kry-
mchaks and Karaites, had lived through a highly traumatic experience of deju-
daization. The Soviet authorities subjected them to a deliberately antisemitic
policy aimed at reclassifying Mountain Jews as so-called “Tats”, an officially
fabricated pseudo-identity which was meant to sever the age-long links between
Mountain Jews and the Jewish people.

Today the Mountain Jews are experiencing the most dramatic and uncertain
period in their long history, when the very possibility of their future existence
as a separate ethnic and linguistic entity is being questioned. Yet, as we know,
someone who suddenly finds himself in the eye of a storm does not necessarily
try to find out where this storm has come from and what consequences it will
have. One would rather worry about safety and engage in nostalgic reflections
about the stable, though perhaps not easy, times in the past. Indeed, the amount
of studies on Mountain Jews published during the past thirty years greatly ex-
ceeds the few studies that were randomly published during the seventy Soviet
years despite the ideological obstacles. However, nearly all of these new studies
deal with the past, attempting to reconstruct a traditional culture untouched by
modernization or critically analyzing the Soviet policy of “Tatization” and the
peculiar “doublethink” as a modernization strategy during the Soviet period.
Academic research of the Mountain-Jewish society remains focused on Dagestan
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and northern Azerbaijan, even though no more of five percent of the total pop-
ulation of Mountain Jews live there today. One is left to guess what is going on
not only outside the borders of the Russian Federation, but even in Pyatigorsk
and Moscow, where most of the contributors to this special issue live.

The articles in this issue generally follow the same tradition, avoiding the
most acute contemporary problems. Nevertheless, they make significant contri-
butions to our understanding of problems that have been part of the academic
discussion for some time. One example is the emotional and informative article
by the linguist Evgeniia Nazarova on the issue of renaming the language of
Mountain Jews from “Tat” or “Jewish-Tat” to “Dzhuhuri” following the same
model as Yiddish, Judezmo, Shuadit and others, which simply means “Jewish”
in translation. This renaming is a largely spontaneous process supported by the
efforts of the Mountain-Jewish diaspora in Moscow and Israel. However, the
Constitution of the Republic of Dagestan uses the term “Tat” as the name of one
of the indigenous peoples.

This issue includes a number of other new and original studies on ethnic
history, epigraphy, field ethnography and anthroponymy of Mountain Jews. One
can hope that this special issue of Judaic-Slavic Journal devoted to Mountain
Jews will be welcomed both by a broad professional audience and by the members
of the community of Mountain Jews.

We dedicate this issue of the Journal to the blessed memory of Professor
Mordechai Altshuler, a researcher of the history of Mountain Jews.

Mikhail Chlenov,
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