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ODTOT BBIMYCK KypHaJIa MOCBSIIIEH McTOpuM eBpeeB B Cubupu. Cubuph He Obla
MeCTOM TPaIULMOHHOTO MPOXXUBAHMS €BPEEB, M OHU MOSIBUIUCh HAa €€ OTPOM-
HOJi TEPPUTOPUM TOJIBKO B MOJIEPHBIN Nepuof, (K COXKaIeHUIO0, B PYCCKOM SI3bIKe
ele He BbIPabOTaJICSI TEPMUH, KOTOPBI MTO3BOJISIET TOUHO ITepeiaTh CMbICI Tep-
MyHa modernity ¥ MHOTOUMCIEHHBIX KOHHOTAIIMIA, C HUM CBSI3aHHbBIX). [TepBbIe
eBpeu nocenunnuch B Cubupu B camoM KoHLe XVIII B., a opraHn3oBaHHbIe €B-
pelickue OBUIMHbBI CTOKUINCD Jinib B XIX B. B aToM CubMphb CXOKa ¢ APYyTUMMU
pervoHamMmm Mmupa, yaaaeHHbIMy OoT Cpeau3eMHOMOPbS U EBporibl: ABCTpanuei,
I0xxHO# Adpuxoit, JlaTuHCcKOV AMepuKoii, KaHamoit 1 B 3HaUNTETbHON Mepe
Coennuenubimu lllTaTamyu Amepuku. OqHAKO B OTAMUYME OT ITUX PETMOHOB, 10
peBooiuit 1917 r. AHaAMMKa eBpeiickoro 3acenenust Cubupy cKiagbiBagach
He T10/1, BJIUSIHMEM 00BeKTUBHBIX (DaKTOPOB MUTPALMM Y SKOHOMUYECKOTO Pas-
BUTMS, @ BCeLe/I0 OMpeAesiach MOMUTUKONM [JapCKOTO TPaBUTENbCTBA: HaKa3a-
HMe CChIIKOM B CHMOVPD M peKpyTCKasi IOBUMHHOCTD ObIIM (DaKTOPaMM, YBEINIM -
BaBIIMMU eBpelicKoe (M HeeBpelickoe) HaceleHle PerMoHa, a OrpaHNYMBaBIINe
«TIPaBOKUTETBCTBO» €BPEEB 3aKOHBI MPEMSITCTBOBAIN CBOOOIHOMY ITepecesie-
HIIO eBpeeB. EBpeu qopeBooMOHHO CHOUP SIBJISUTCH «€BPESIMY ITOTPaHy -
ybsi» (Frontier Jews), TO eCTb eBpesiMU, CEISIIUMMUCS B HOBOI MeCTHOCTH, T[ie
HeT HM MCTOPUUYECKOTO €BPECKOr0 Hace/lleHNsl, HU YCTOSIBIIENCST e BPeCKOM
MHOPACTPYKTYPbI, HY CJIOKMBILETOCS MOJIyca OTHOIIEHMI C HeeBpeicKMM Ha-
ceyleHrEM'.

[TpuToOK GexkeHIEB ¥ BOEHHOIIJIEHHBIX BO BpeMsi [lepBoit MUpoBOIt U I'pask-
IIaHCKOJ BOVH, MHTEHCUBHAsS ypOaHMU3aIUs Y MHAYCTPUAIN3AIMSI, MACCOBBIE
JleropTalyy CTaJAMHCKOTO MEPUO/A, IBaKyalMs U COBETCKAas MOIUTHUKA pacIipe-
TleJIeHMsT «<MOJIOABIX CITEIMAaIVICTOB» — BCE 9TO MPeobpa3oBasio CTPYKTYPY eBpeii-
ckoro HaceneHust Cubupy B XX B. [IpMObIBIIINE CTAIN «TPAH3UTHBIMU €BPESIMU»,
IS KOTOPBIX CHOUPH SIBISIIIACh BpeMEHHOV 00UTebI0, IPUHYANTEIbHBIM WU
Io6poBobHBIM BhiOOpOM. Pacrrag CCCP BbI3Ba/I MACCOBYIO SMUTPAIINIO EBPEEB
3a rpaHuIly ¥ OOHOBPEMEHHO BO3pOXAeHMe eBPeliCKOoi MHCTUTYLMOHAIbHO
U KyJIBTYPHO JXM3HU. B COBETCKMI 1 TTIOCTCOBETCKMIA ITIepUOT, UCTOPUS €BpeeB
B Cubupu 6blIa Tak ke Hepa3pbIBHO CBSI3aHa C Cyab6OOIi BCEIr0 COBETCKOTO U
POCCUIICKOTO eBpeNiCTBa.

[TepBbie paboThl 0 eBpesix B CubMPU TOSIBUIUCH ellle B Havane XX B., Ofi-
HAKO MOJHOLIeHHBII TPOIeCcC UCCAeJOBAaHUSI HauasICs JIMITb B TTOCTCOBETCKUIA

! Tepmusn “Frontier Jews” npenjoxed Baagumupom JleBunbim, cm. JleBun B. CMmosieH-
LIMHAa: TpaHuLLbl M TorpaHnube // EBpen norpannybs: CMmoneHmuHa. M., 2018. C. 17-30.
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epuop, Koraa n3ydyeHue eBpeiickoi MCTOPUM CHOBA CTaJI0 BO3MOXXHBIM. MHO-
rounc/ieHHble COOpHMKHM cTaTeit, u3ganubie B 1990-x u 2000-X IT. (B OCHOBHOM
nion, penakiyeii Skosa Kodpmana [1948-2012]), a Takske HECKOIBKO MOHOTpadmii
10 eBPEIICKOi TeMe BBOASIT B HAYUHBI/I 0O60POT HOBBIE MCTOPUYECKIE (PAKTHI
Y TIPeJCTaB/ISTIOT Pa300p MECTHBIX aCIeKTOB €BPeiicKoii McTopuu. IToMmbITKA
OCMBICJIEHUST UCTOpUM eBpeeB CUOMPM B 1€I0M MPeaTPUHUMAINCH JIUIIb B
HEKOTOPBIX U3 ITUX IMybauKaimii. HpIHeIHMii BBIMTYCK KypHasia HaleJleH Ha
TPOMIOJIKEHME 3TOM pabOThl M paCCMOTpeHNe CUOMPCKOTO eBPeiiCKOTo OTIbITa B
60Jj1ee MIMPOKOM KOHTEKCTE.

[TpencraBiieHHbIE B HOMEPE CTAThU, IyOIMKAIMM JOKYMEHTOB U PEIleH3UN
TeMaTUYeCKy IMepecekaroTcs M 060ramiamT APYT Apyra HOBBIMM CMbICTaMMA.
MIMeHHO IM03TOMY O HUX YMECTHO TOBOPUTbH, HapyIlast IPUBBIYHYIO PYOPUKALIIO
U CMellNBas >XaHPOBYIO IPMHAJIEKHOCTb TEKCTOB. B cTaThe MepycaamMmMCKmIX
uccaenoBaTesieit AHHbI BepesuH u Bnagumupa JleBuHa «Cubupckuii Mud B eB-
perickoit uctopun: eBpeu CubMpHU Kak peMruo3Has rpyma» aHaau3upyoTCs
peIUTMO3HbIE TTPAKTUKM CMOMPCKMX eBpeeB XIX v Hauana XX BB. HA OCHOBaHUMA
MaTepuasIoB eBPENCKOI ITpecchl ¥ 0ObEKTOB MaTepUaIbHOM KyabTypbl. Pazoupas
3TOT MaTepuas, aBTOPHI CTABST M10Z, COMHEHME YacCTO MOBTOPSIOILEeCs B UCTO-
puorpadum npencraBieHne 0 CMOUPCKUX eBpesiX Kak 00 YHUKATbHO TPyIITe U
IeMOHCTPUPYIOT pa3HOoOpa3Hbie CBSI3Y MexXIy eBpesivy Coupy 1 eBpeiicKuM
Mupom Poccuiickoii ummnepun. [Tybnmkamnms MOCKOBCKOTO MCTOpUKA JMUTpUS
denpamana «“TIpuMeMIII0 CMeIOCTh BCEIOAJaHHEe e TPOCUTb...”» CTABUT IO
COMHEHMeE IPYToii PacIpoCTpaHeHHbI MUQ — ITpeACTaBIeHNE O TOM, UTO €EBpen
CIiel/aabHO COBEPIIANY MPECTYIUIEHUS C Le/IbI0 MTOTYYUTh BO3SMOXKHOCTD I10-
cenuthbes B Cubupu. «[epoii» JoKyMeHTa, MpokuBILInii 16 jet B Cubupu, BOBce
He MEeYTAaeT OCTAThCS 3[1eCh, 8 HA0OOPOT, MPOCUT pa3pelieHns] BEPHYThCS Ha
ponuny, B Omeccy.

B craTbe ToBbl BenmxamuH u3 Hero-Fopka «“YKenTslit Borpoc” u “eBpeiickuii
BoIIpoc” Ha poccuiickoM TanbHeM Boctoke: 1858—-1914» mpenioskeH HeOObIU-
HBII B3IVIS1/, HA MMIIEPCKYIO TIOJIUTUKY: aBTOP CPaBHMUBAET OTHOIIEHMS BIIaCTeil
[TpuamypcKoro Kpasi K Kopeiiiam, KuTaiiam 1 eBpessm. DTy ke TeMy ITPOA0DKaeT
peleH3Ms MOIbCKOTO0 MccaemoBaTenss Aprypa MapKoBCKOro Ha KHUTY Bukropa
IstnoBa, SIubl I'y3eit u Tatesinbl CopoknHOI «KuTarickuii morpom. biaaroseneH-
ckas “yrorms” 1900 roza B OlieHKe COBPEMEHHMKOB Y TIOTOMKOB». ABTOD pelleH-
3UM 00CYKAAET CUTbHBIE U ClTabble CTOPOHBI 3TOY KHUTY B KOHTEKCTE M3YUeHUS
KOJJIEKTMBHOTO HaCMJ/IMs Ha HaIMOHAJIbHO MTOYBe BOOOIIE U MCCIeq0BaHMs
aHTMEBPEeICKOrO HaCWINS B YACTHOCTU.

B cratbe Upensl Bnagumupcku n3 Uspamist n Mapun Kporosoit n3 CaHKT-
[TeTepbypra «3HaKoMbIit He3HAKOMell SIkoB dpu3ep: MITPUXU K TTOPTPETY CH-
6MpPCKOTrOo eBpesi» paccMaTpuBaeTcst 6uorpadust omHOTO 13 Hamuboiee 3aMeT-
HbIX eBpPeCKMX 6MI3HECMEHOB ¥ 00IIeCTBEHHBIX IestTeneii Cubupu. Jipyras cra-
Thsl — «EBpen 1 BacTh B mo3gHenmIiepckom VpKyTcke: HejlerajibHble TTPAKTUKU
B3aMMOJeiCTBYSI», HanyucaHHas Onueit [ITMHUrnHOM 13 UpKyTCKa, HAIPOTUB,
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MOCBSAIIEHA HIDKHUM CJIOSIM eBpeiickoro HaceneHus Cubupu. Ha ocHoBaHuU
SKaHTapMCKUX JJOKYMEHTOB aBTOpP pa3bupaeT KOPPYIIMOHHBIE CBSI3U MEXITY
MONTULIVIEN, eBpestMU Y TIPUOIVDKEHHBIMY K TTOJTALIVIY JIIOABMU — MHTEPAKIUMA,
KOTOpbIe OOBIYHO TTPOXOIVUIM B YCTHOM hOpMe U MOUTH He OCTaBWIN Clefia B
MMChbMEHHBIX UCTOUHMKaX. OTMeHa 4epThl ocemyiocTy B 1915 1. cenana akTyasab-
HbIM 00CY3KIeHMe BO3MOKHOCTE MIMPOKOMACIITaOHOTO TIepeceieH)s EBpPeeB B
Cubupb. TOMY 0O6CYKAEHMIO MOCBsIIeHa cTaThs [Tomnu 3aBaguBKep u3 Heroap-
Ka, mrraT Jenasap, «CuOMpPb Kak “HOBBIN €BPEiCKIii LIEHTP” : TUIaH TepeceieHms
6eskeH1eB B Poccuu B rofpl IlepBoii MUpPOBOIi BOJiHbI». HeoskugaHHOe IPO#oIKe -
HIe 9Ta TeMa HaXOmUT B IyomKaiyy Bukropun FepacumoBoii n3 Omcka « “Tlnan
KupskHMIIa” : MPOEKT I10 IepeceieHnio eBpees B Cubupb B mepumop I'paskgaHcKoi
BOITHBI». B OMyO/IMKOBAaHHOM JIOKYMEHTE PacCCMaTpPMUBAETCSI TIOJIEMIKA 110 TIOBOTY
opraHusanuu smurpanuu B Cubups, 3/1eCb TakKe MPUBEIEeHbI COOOPaKeHUS
OJTHOTO 13 CUOMPCKUX OOIIeCTBEHHBIX JlesiTeNelt o STOMY TIOBOIY.

CoBeTcKkuii Teprop, B cTopuy eBpeeB COMPH MIPeICTaB/IeH B SKypHaJie ue-
TBIPHMSI Pab6OTaMM, KOTOPbIE OTPAKAIOT TPU PA3HbIX ACIEKTa COBETCKOTO €B-
peicKoro ombITa B 3TOM pernoHe. CTaThsl U3pauIbCKOrO MccaenoBaTens bepa
Kotnepmana «“Beunast skusHp” p. Hatana-HeTbr OyieBCKOT0» MpeaCcTaBIIsieT un-
TaTeJo0 OHO U3 HEMHOTUX COOpaHMii paBBMHCKMX PECITOHCOB, HAIVICAHHBIX B
CoBetckoMm Corose. OneBCKMii, 6ymyun OpTOIOKCATbHBIM PABBMHOM B MIPKYTCKe,
MIPUAEPSKMBAJICS JOBOBHO JIMOEPaAIbHOI TPAKTOBKY rayiaxul. B cratbe T'eHHaAMS
Scrpaitxa n3 Heio-Mopka 1 Mocuda Bpenepa us Bupobumkana « “Bupobumkan-
CKOe TIOKOJIEHE” : CTPOUTEIbCTBO MecTeuka Ha [TaibHeM BocToke» 06CyKmaeTcst
cynbba coBeTCKOTro ImpoekTa EBpeiickoii aBTOHOMHOI 06;1aCTH, KOTOPbI BMECTO
CO3JaHMS COBPEMEHHOTO HayYHOI'0 M KYJbTYPHOTO LIeHTpa IIPUBEJ K IOsIBJIe-
HUIO CBOEOOPa3HOTo MecTeuka. JTOJ ke TeMe TOCBsIeHa peleH3ust Mapun
MakapoBoi1 Ha KHUTY ITOJIbCKOTO aBTOpa AraTbl MakCMMOBCKO¥ «BupobumkaH.
3emis1, Ha KOTOPO¥i MbI LO/DKHBI ObUTM OBITH CYACT/IMBBI». PelieH31st pukKaHKA
CgetmnaHbl [loronyHOM Ha KHUTY JIaThIIICKOTO aBTopa I3muHTpsl 'eka «Ilanom,
CubUPBL...: BOCIIOMMHAHMS €BpeeB, KOTOpbIe ObUIM BbiBe3eHbl 13 JlaTBuu B Cu-
6upb B 1941 1 1949 rogax» HaIIOMMHAET, UYTO €BPEIICKOe HaCeJIeH)e COBETCKOI
CubMpM COCTOSITIO He TOJIbKO U3 IO, TOCeIMBILMXCS TaM JI0 PEBOJIOIN, KaK
OneBCcKMit, U IepeceIeHIeB, KaK skuTeau EBpeiickoit aBTOHOMHO 006/1acTy, HO
U U3 CChUIbHBIX, OTIIPABJI€HHBbIX B CMOUPH IIPU CTATMHCKOM peskume. OmHaKo
6OJIBIIMHCTBO CChUTbHBIX, BBIKUBIINX B CHMOVPY, TIPEITIOWIN BEPHYTHCS TOMOIA,
a He OCTaJIMCh TaM XXUThb.

B perieH3uu MockBuua AnekcaHapa JIOKIIMHA Ha TPeTHIA BBIITYCK COOPHMKA
«KoH(peccroHambHbIE ¥ STHUYECKYE TPYIIITbI POCCUIICKUX peroHoB B XIX—XXI
BB.», IIOCBSILEHHBIN eBpesm U nynan3my B Poccun n CCCP, HeT yrioMuHaHUi O
paborax, cBsI3aHHbBIX ¢ eBpesimyu Crubupu. OmMHAKO MpecTaBieHHast B COOpHMKe
00111251 KApPTMHA PETMOHAIBHBIX MCCIeNOBAHNI CO3]aeT KOHTEKCT, HEOOXOOMMBbIi
JIJIST IOHVIMAaHMSI TOTO, KaK IMTPOVICXOAUT M3yueHne eBpeeB CMOMPU 1 KaKue 1ean
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U 3aauM HEOOXOAMMO CTaBUTh, YUTOOBI TAKOE MCCAeA0BaHMe BhIIIO Ha 6ojiee
BBICOKMI HAYYHBIN YPOBEHb.

Ony6/1MKOBaHHBIE B 9TOM HOMEpPE CTaThM, Pa3yMeeTCsl, He TAaI0T MCUEePIIbI-
BaIOIIIETO MPeJICTaB/IeHNsT 000 BCeM Kpyre BOIIPOCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C MICTOPUEN U
KyJIbTYpOJi eBpeeB 3a Ypaaom. OmHAKO MblI HafIeeMCSsl, UTO CMOVPCKUIA BBIITYCK
Judaic-Slavic Journal craHeT HOBBIM 3TaIlOM OCMBICIIEHMSI €BPEIICKOr0 OIThITa B
Cubupu, a TakKe MpUIIalieHeM K JaJbHeMIIM M perMoHaabHbIM, M KOMIIa-
PATUBHBIM, 1 0600LIAIOLIMM MCCIeOBaHMSIM POCCUIICKOTO eBpeiicTBa.
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The current issue of the Judaic-Slavic Journal is dedicated to the history of Jews
in Siberia. Siberia has never been an area traditionally inhabited by the Jews,
who appeared in the vast Siberian territories only in the modern era. The first
Jews settled in Siberia at the very end of the eighteenth century, while the in-
stitutionalized communities emerged only in the nineteenth century. In this
respect, Siberia is similar to other regions apart from the Mediterranean and
Europe: Australia, South Africa, Latin America, Canada, and, to some extent, the
United States of America. However, unlike those regions, the dynamics of the
Jewish settlement in Siberia until the revolutions of 1917 was influenced not by
the objective factors of migrations and economic development, but rather by the
policies of the tsarist government. The exile of criminals and army recruitment
have contributed to the growth of both Jewish and Gentile population, while
restrictive anti-Jewish laws prevented free settlement of the Jews there. The Jews
of pre-revolutionary Siberia were “Frontier Jews,” settling in a new region with
neither a historical Jewish population, nor an established Jewish infrastructure
or mode of relations with non-Jewish neighbors.!

The influx of refugees and POWs during the First World War and the Russian
Civil War, rapid urbanization and industrialization, mass deportations under
Stalin, evacuation during the Second World War, and Soviet policy of centralized
“allocation” of university graduates altered the structure of the Jewish popula-
tion in Siberia in the twentieth century. Newcomers became the “Transit Jews,”
Siberia being only a temporary abode for them, either by force or choice. The
collapse of the USSR in 1991 caused both mass emigration of Jews and the re-
vival of institutionalized Jewish cultural life. The Soviet and post-Soviet history
of the Jews in Siberia is inseparable from the history of Soviet and post-Soviet
Russian Jewry.

Initial studies on Siberian Jews appeared in the early twentieth century, but
serious research only began in the post-Soviet period, when Jewish topics were
no longer silenced. Collected papers published in the 1990s and 2000s, mostly
edited by Yakov Kofman (1948-2012), as well as several monographs were ded-
icated to the publication of new facts and discussion of local aspects of Jewish
history. Just a few studies attempted to view the history of Jews in Siberia in its
entirety. The current issue of the Judaic-Slavic Journal aims to continue this work,
providing a broader view of the Siberian Jewish experience.

! The term “Frontier Jews” is proposed by Vladimir Levin, see Jleun B. CMoneHIHa:
rpaHuLbl 1 norpannybe // EBpen norpannubs: CmonenumuHa. M., 2018. C. 17-30.
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Papers, document publications, and book reviews in this issue are themati-
cally related and inextricably tied. Therefore, we introduce them in order of their
topics. The article by Anna Berezin and Vladimir Levin (Jerusalem), “Siberian
Myth in the Jewish History: Jews of Siberia as a Religious Group”, analyzes reli-
gious practices of Siberian Jews in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
through the lense of the Jewish press and material culture objects. The authors
cast doubts on the perception of Siberian Jews as a unique group, frequently en-
countered in historiography. They reveal manifold connections between the Jews
of Siberia and the Jewish world of the Russian Empire. A document published by
the Moscow-based historian Dmitry Feldman “I Have the Courage to Ask Most
Sincerely” challenges another widespread myth, namely, that Jews committed
crimes on purpose in order to settle in Siberia. The author of the document, after
16 years of Siberian exile, did not dream about staying there, but in contrast,
asked for permission to return to his hometown of Odessa.

The article by Tova Benjamin from New York, “The “Yellow” and “Jewish”
Question in the Russian Far East: Managing Foreignness, Productivity, and Col-
onization, 1858-1914,” proposes an unusual perspective on Russian imperial
policies and contrasts imperial officials’ attitudes toward Chinese, Korean, and
Jewish settlement and economic activities in Priamurskii Krai. The review by
the Polish researcher, Artur Markowski of the book Anti-Chinese Pogrom: Bla-
goveshchensk “Utopia” of 1990 in the Opinion of Contemporaries and Descendants
elaborates on the same issue. The author of the review discusses the strong
and weak points of the book in the context of research of collective violence in
general and of anti-Jewish violence in particular.

The paper by Irena Vladimirsky from Israel and Maria Krotova from St. Pe-
tersburg, “A Familiar Stranger Yakov Frizer: A Portrait of a Siberian Jew,” presents
the biography of one of the most prominent Jewish businessmen and public
activists in Siberia. In contrast, the article by Yulia Pinigina from Irkutsk, “Jews
and Power in Late Imperial Irkutsk: Illegal Practices of Interaction,” is dedicated
to the lower strata of Jewish population. Based on gendarme (political police)
investigation papers, the author analyses corruped relationship between local
police, Jews, and individuals close to police. As a rule, such connections were
established by word of mouth, and therefore are rarely documented.

The abolition of the Pale of Jewish Settlement in 1915 gave rise to the dis-
cussion of possibilities of a large scale Jewish immigration to Siberia. The paper
by Polly Zavadivker from Newark, DE, “Siberia as a ‘New Jewish Center’: A Plan
to Resettle Refugees in Russia during the First World War,” is dedicated to those
debates. An unexpected continuation of this topic is the document published
by Victoria Gerasimova from Omsk, “The Kirzhnits’s Plan”: A Project of Jewish
Resettlement to Siberia during the Civil War Era.” This document describes the
polemics of the organization of Jewish migration to Siberia and thoughts of a
Siberian public activist on the matter.
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In this issue, the Soviet period is illustrated by four works reflecting three
different aspects of the Soviet-Jewish experience in Siberia. The paper by Israeli
researcher, Ber Kotlerman, “R. Nathan-Neta Olevski’s Eternal Life,” introduces
one of the rare collections of rabbinical responsa written in the Soviet Union
with a quite liberal approach to halakhah by Olevsky, the Irkutsk Orthodox rabbi.
The article by Gennady Estraikh of New York and Iosef Brener from Birobidzhan,
“Birobidzhan Generation”: Construction of a Shtetl in the Far East,” discusses
the fate of the Soviet project of the Jewish Autonomous Region, which, instead
of the creation of a modern scientific and cultural center, caused the emergence
of a kind of shtetl. The same topic is dealt with in a review by Maria Makarova
on the book by Polish author, Agata Maksimowska, Birobidzhan. The Land Where
We Had to Be Happy. The review by Svetlana Pogodina from Riga on the book by
a Latvian author Dzintra Geka Shalom... Memoirs of the Jews who Were Deported
from Latvia to Siberia in 1941 and 1949 reminds us that Jewish population of So-
viet Siberia consisted not only of people who settled there before the revolutions
of 1917, like Olevsky, and settlers in the Jewish Autonomous Region, but also of
the deportees, sent to Siberia by Stalin’s regime. The majority of the deportees,
however, chose to return home and not stay in Siberia after Stalin’s death.

The review by Alexander Lokshin from Moscow on the third issue of the col-
lection The Religious and Ethnic Groups in the Russian Province in the Nineteenth
to Twenty-First Centuries, which is dedicated to Jews and Judaism in Russia and
the USSR, does not mention a single work on Siberian Jews. However, the gen-
eral overview of regional research as seen in the collection generates a context
necessary for understanding of the current state of research of Jews in Siberia
and of goals to be set in order to bring it to high scholarly level.

Obviously, the works published in the current issue do not provide the com-
prehensive picture of the history of Jews beyond the Urals. We hope nonetheless
that the “Siberian” issue of Judaic-Slavic Journal is a new step in understanding
of the Jewish experience in Siberia as well as an invitation for further research —
regional, comparative, and synthesizing — of the Russian Jewry.
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